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To comply with Federal Trade 

Commission (FTC) guidelines and 

avoid greenwashing, all 

sustainability claims must be backed 

by data. For plastic cups to be 

labeled “widely recyclable,” at least 

60% of U.S. residents must have 

access to curbside or drop-off 

recycling programs. This access is 

currently verified through local 

municipal websites.¹ 

We’re also working toward a “check 

locally” designation for paper cups, 

which requires that at least 20% of 

U.S. residents can recycle them.¹ 

Our goal is to make recycling 

guidance more transparent, helping 

customers understand where and 

how to recycle their cups—and 

ultimately supporting more 

sustainable everyday choices. 

¹ Recyclability designations and industry best 

practices are set by GreenBlue to help brands 

align with FTC guidance and avoid 

greenwashing. 
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https://www.recyclefsp.org/s/End-Markets-for-Paper-Cups.pdf
https://www.recyclefsp.org/s/End-Markets-for-Paper-Cups.pdf
https://www.recyclefsp.org/resources/recycling-end-markets-interactive-map
https://www.recyclefsp.org/end-markets
https://www.isrispecs.org/single-stream/
https://www.isrispecs.org/orpheus_resource/pp-small-rigid-plastic/
https://www.isrispecs.org/orpheus_resource/pp-small-rigid-plastic/
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https://wm.com/recycleright

